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On Tuesday night I listened to the President’s State of the Union address to 
Congress as all good American citizens do. Of course I have listened to such 
addresses before but as a resident alien rather than now as an American citizen 
with my shiny new passport to prove it.  I would have to admit I love the theater of
it all: the impressive setting; the Supreme Court justices in their black robes; the 
Armed Services chiefs with their buzz haircuts, square jaws and beribboned 
uniforms; with the women Senators and members of Congress in their bright colors
as if to stand out from the dull grey suits of their male colleagues; the First Lady 
gorgeous in yellow; all the various guests from a Syrian refugee to the victim of a 
bomb attack; all those eager interns packed into the rear of the chamber and last 
but not least the po-faced Speaker of the House and the beaming Vice-President. 
And then the big moment when the usher announces “The President of the United 
States of America.”  That entrance with the President kissing and glad-handing his 
way down the aisle is unique to this country.  It is an emotional moment. 

But it was the content of the address that impressed and moved me. The President 
is a natural orator; he speaks well and has a wonderful way with language. One 
commentator was comparing him to Woodrow Wilson. Apparently after Wilson’s 
address to Congress in 1917 urging the country go to war in Europe one older 
senator said he had heard 2 great speeches in his life: Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address
and Wilson’s Appeal to Congress. 

In contrast to all the fear laden, apocalyptic and sensational rhetoric surrounding 
the Republican Primaries, the President chose first of all to remind the Congress 
and the American people  of some basic good news: that the American economy is 
in remarkably good shape and is by far the strongest in the world; that the armed 
forces of the United States are the mightiest in the world so that anyone who 
chooses to mess with us better watch out; and that he was well aware of the 
strength, resilience and basic goodness and generosity of the American people.  He 
went on to outline areas of concern and challenge for the future including the 



effectiveness of the political system itself.  These included his own admission of 
failure to get certain tasks done.  It was all in all a comprehensive and impressive 
speech.

But the note of optimism and positive achievement was refreshing.  That is what I 
like about today’s readings for what is the first Sunday in Ordinary Time, the 
Second Sunday after Epiphany. Nevertheless the readings pick up some Epiphany 
themes including that of light in Isaiah and the gospel of the Marriage at Cana the 
third of the traditional Epiphany moments after the Coming of the Magi and the 
Baptism of Jesus which we celebrated last Sunday.

Today’s readings have no particular connection with each other but each one is 
positive and encouraging in its message. There are 3 themes I would draw your 
attention to. 

The first is that our God, the God revealed in Jesus Christ is a God of relationship. 
The Marriage Feast at Cana is mentioned in every wedding service: “The bond and
covenant of marriage was established by God in creation, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ adorned this manner of life by his presence and first miracle that he wrought
in Cana of Galilee.” Why is this mentioned at weddings when the miracle was 
about an abundance of wine?  Well simply because it is the only reference to Jesus 
and marriage in the New Testament. Jesus taught about divorce but never spoke 
about marriage. At least he attended one with his mother and some disciples and 
thereby affirmed the institution of marriage. But it is the first reading from Isaiah 
which like the prophet Hosea explicitly uses marriage to describe the relationship 
between God and humankind. “You shall no more  be termed Forsaken, and your 
land shall no more be termed Desolate; but you shall be called My Delight Is in 
Her, and your land Married; for the Lord delights in you, and your land shall be 
married. For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your builder marry 
you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over 
you.”

Whatever else God is, God is relational, relating to us in the most human way of a 
married couple. For Christians this relationship is embodied in our baptismal 
relationship with Jesus as our Lord and Savior and in every mass where we are fed 
with the Body and Blood of Christ. And like the marriage covenant that 



relationship with God is based on love; God’s great love for us and our reciprocal 
love for God and for our neighbors.

The other side of that love is that word delight, the second theme I wish to 
highlight.  I have always loved those words in Isaiah and in Hosea translated from 
the Hebrew, Hephzibah and Beulah, as “my delight is in her” and “married”. Years 
ago I had the privilege of hearing Hephzibah Menuhin accompany her even more 
famous brother Yehudi in Melbourne. I was entranced by Hephzibah, by her name 
and by her artistry but also by the fact that I went to school with her sons. When I 
learned the translation of her name it took on even more significance. Sometimes it
is hard to think that our God, the creator of the world, delights in us. There is 
wonderful verse in Psalm 18 that I wait for in the regular recitation of the psalter at
Morning and Evening Prayer, “He brought me into an open place; he rescued me 
because he delighted in me.”  That is the God we meet in the person and work of 
Jesus Christ.  I simply do not understand anyone who can diminish another person 
because they are immigrant, refugee, gay, transgender, of different race or religion 
or whatever, in light of that Biblical principle of God’s delight in us. God delights 
in us; God loves us because he created us for his delight and love.

But the third theme that I find in these readings is that of abundance: God’s 
abundant generosity to us. The marriage at Cana is a good example of this. In 
terms of need or appropriateness the miracle at Cana of Galilee is outrageous. The 
crowd would have to be drinking for weeks to consume that enormous amount of 
wine. But what it does say clearly that God’s provision for us like at the Feeding of
the 5000 with its baskets of leftovers is over and beyond our expectations and 
imaginations. Talk about “more than enough”.  On a more mundane but not 
unimportant level I often think our hospitality as a parish may seem overly 
generous to some: after all most people have homes to go to and money to buy 
food. But our hospitable provision is not simply a utilitarian act but is a statement 
that about who we are and what we believe.  We provide generously and 
abundantly at coffee hour, at parish lunches and parties because we believe in a 
God who is generous and abundant in his provision.  It is not by chance that this 
mass is in the form of a meal; or that we speak of heaven in terms of a heavenly 
banquet or that Jesus was infamous for eating and drinking with tax collectors and 
sinners. 



Relationship, delight and abundance: three attributes of God to inform and 
encourage us in this new year of grace. Amen


